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2. 
~ EDITORS PAGE - 


Over the almost 11 years we have been living on our suburban block in 
California Gully, we have had quite a variety of bird species which have... 
paid us brief, unexpected visits. Although we have only a few resident or 
regularly visiting native species, the list of casual visitors ‘is now 
approaching 50.-We have started this year well by adding two: ‘already. 

A Tawny Frogmouth chose our Eucalyptus scoparia for a day time perch, just 
after the New Year. During the day, it was harassed by our resident House 
Sparrows and White-plumed Honeyeaters, barked at by our two dogs, stared 
at through binoculars, sketched by my daughter Janice, and photographed . 
by me in the afternoon when I came home from work. After all this sleep 
disturbing attention, it is perhaps not surprising that it did not return 
to the same perch the; next night, and has not been seen since. More 
recently, a strange piping call drew attention to a largish bird, which 
turned out to be a juvenile Olive-backed Oriole. It spent several hours 

in our vicinity, but -has not been seen since. I hope it made it barely back 
to whatever bit of bush it strayed from. 


As our trees, and those of some of our neighbours, have now eetained a 
reasonable height, the neighbourhood is well on the way to developing quite 
a bushy air, with several cucalypts, ‘and other sizeable trees. Our own 
garden is well on the way to the semi-wild character we have been aiming for, 
and it is.likely that interesting bird visitations will become more frequent. 
A former regular, which I am hoping will return before long, is the Yellow- 
tufted Honeyeater. 3 was encouraged to read that Tom Patullo has them in ae 
garden again after an absence of two years (See page 5). 


Another garden happening which caused us considerable excitement was the 
discovery that our Dawn Redwood, (Metasequoia glyptostroboides), has 
developed cones for the first time. There are only two, but it is still a 
relatively young tree (about 9 years), and only about 4 metres high. 

I am preparing an article about this ‘living fossil', which will outline 
the circumstances of its discovery asa living species, after supposedly 
extinct fossil forms were described and named from rocks of many millions 
of years of age. It is a most attractive tree, which stands up to Bendigo 
summers surprisingly well, It is one of the few deciduous conifers, and 
colours to a rather lovely pinkish-brown in the autumn. 


Summer may have arrived late, but the prolonged hot weather of recent waeke 0 
has taken its usual annual toll in the garden. We always lose a few plants, — 
mainly new plantings, each summer. By a gradual trial and-error process, 

we are learning which plants can survive Bendigo's hot, -dry summers. Anyone . 
who still believes that growing: "natives" is the only answer: ‘should stop and. 
consider the wide range of soils and climatic conditions involved. 

Readers of these pages will be well aware that we aré not native purists, 

and that we enjoy growing a wide _ range of both native and exotic plants. © 
(After all, every plant species is»a native of somewhere!). ‘We have © 
discovered quite a few exotic plants. “which can stand up. -to Bendigo summers . © 
better than many of ‘the’ ‘natives we have triéd. The reverse: is ‘of course’ also”. 
true, and we are still learning. The Metasequoia has been’ one of our surprises. 
We tried it with no great expectation that it could cope with this climate. 
Certainly the little bit of information we were able to- find out about it 

nine years ago did not encourage such a belief.:0n the other-hand, the tree 
has only been grown in this country for about 35 years, so it-is not surprising 
that people writing garden books have not yet become fully aware of its 

degree of tolerance to various conditions, so our experience will contribute 
to expanding that knowledge. Does any reader know of any other Metasequoia in 
Bendigo? We would be interested to compare notes. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


A BELLBIRD SAGA 


Very early in my association with the Field Naturalists I was introduced to 
the call of the Crested Bell Bird, probably over twenty years ago. Since 

then I have heard the call many, many times and from many different parts 

of the bush. For many years it was a case of 'often heard but never seen', 
until one day, in an area of secluded bush, behind the Spring Gully reservoir. 
In the company of Bob Allen, while we sat in the car, a pair of Crested Bell 
Birds was observed feeding on the ground. They were quite close, evidently 
unafraid of the car, so we had a really good look at them. 


Again a number of years passed. While always aware of their presence in the 
bush, as evidenced by their distinctive, once heard, never forgotten 'Dick, 
dick the devil’ call, ringing from the bushland, sometimes close, as if from 
the next tree, and other times afar, rendered faint by distance, but still 
distinctive. All the time hearing, but never seeing. 


In the Autumn of 1975 we moved to our new home at Maiden Gully, and were 

soon aware of the Bell Birds presence in our neighbouring bushland. Everyday 
they would call, sometimes near, sometimes distant. On settling about the 
establishment of a native garden, one of the first jobs was to set up a bird 
feeding table and water points. The feed table and the water points were of 
course in full view from our kitchen window, thus we could sit at meal-times 
and watch our visitors. This proved the best time for observation, as everything 
outside was quiet. 


We soon found that the Magpies were scoffing the lot, so a Magpie excluder 

was called for. Of course there was always their share left outside the 
-excluder, but many were their amusing antics as they tried to reach the food 
inside. They tried in vain to reach through the two inch square wire mesh from 
Which the cage was made. The smaller birds soon learned to hop through the wire. 


As time passed the native shrubs and trees in our new garden increased in 
size, thus creating habitat close to the house. Many were the visitors to 
the water point and feeding table. Some of the more unusual bird visitors 
were Grey Currawong, Grey Thrush, Golden Whistler, Gilbert Whistler, 

Rufous Whistler, White-browed Babblers, and others. The number of varieties 
increased when we started feeding the seed eaters and included a family of 
Quail, Crested Pigeon, Bronzewing Pigeons, Peaceful Doves by the dozens, 
Zebra Finches and Diamond Firetails. Then there were numbers of Honeyeaters 
which visited the Ironbarks and the now flowering, introduced Grevilleas 

as they came into bloom. 


One day, as we sat for a while watching the birds on the feed table, an 
exciting event happened. Along the ground, under the table, hopped a different 
bird. We looked, and looked again, hardly able to believe our eyes, but there 
it was, plain to see, the light brownish colouring, black bib, white cheeks, 
short black crest, and orange eyes. A Crested Bellbird, and shortly afterwards, 
his mate also appeared. The shyest bird in the bush, in my opinion, had come 
to pay us a visit. We thought we had achieved the ultimate in attracting 
native birds to the garden. More was to follow as the male continued to hop 
across an open space to the water point, just outside our window. We hardly 
dared to move in case we should scare him away. He turned on the full 
performance as he drank and bathed in the water before flying off to his more 
secluded haunts in the adjoining bushland. 
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IN ANATIVE GARDEN continued 


As time went by we observed the Bellbird at the feed table, not often, but 
occasionally, always when things were quiet outside. We had attracted the 
Belibird to our garden, we rested on our laurels, and thoroughly enjoyed 
every observation, until one day, tragedy struck. I found a female Bell Bird 
dead under our window, evidently a victim of the reflection of the garden 
in the glass, the bird thinking she was flying into an extension of the 

' garden, not aware of it only being a reflection.’ 


For a long time I suffered a guilt complex over the tragedy. I had email 
this innocent creature to our garden, I had enjoyed its presence, and had 
killed it, by placing a reflective glass window in its flight path. We 
wondered canes to do to alleviate this hazc d.. We had all our windows draped 
with white lace curtains against the glass. This appeared to help as the 
number of times birds have hit the window has since decreased. We have also 
planted trees just outside the windows in the hope that they will, when grown, 
break the headlong flights which end in a crash into the glass. So far, on 
one window, this has apparently succeeded as a quick growing tea-tree has 
sheltered it. We have had no collisions there for some time. Of course every 
collision is not a fatality, as many just keep on flying, and others recover 
quite quickly, but sadly, for the fast flying Bell Bird there was no recovery. 
If any reader knows of any other measure we could take to prevent the birds 
colliding ‘with the glass, we would be glad to hear of it. 


The song of the Bell Bird continued from the nearby bush. Time passed. During 
the drought a family of White-browed Babblers decided to move into the 
garden, with the result that soon there were numerous Wlbe Lisi nests in 

’ various trees and shrubs. 


One day, in the Spring following the drought, while walking along the drive, 
past a Hop-bush, in which there was a deserted Babblers nest, there was a 
flash of movement. A bird of some sort had left the nest, so fast, I had no 
idea what it was. During the next few days the same thing éccurredy until 

at last the bird flew to an open branch and perched, in full view. Imagine my 
delight when I recognized a female Bell Bird, and again when I peeped into 
the nest, four eggs. This surely was the ultimate. A Crested Bell Bird 
nesting in our garden, and only some ten yards from the house. They had 
adopted the disused Babblers nest in the Hop-bush. During all the time of 
brooding, the male continued to call from the bush, but never from the garden, 
and if he ever visited the female, I had not seen ‘ii However I am sure he 
must have brought food to her while she was hatching the eggs. 


In due cource four hoalthy young chicks appeared and quickly grew to almost 
flying stage, then again tragedy struck. This time in the form of some predator, 
which destroyed the nest, and I presume took the young. 


This is just about the time that a Grey Thrushs' nest in the garden was 
destroyed and three young taken. I suspected feral cats were the culprits. 
I have already buried three feral cats deep in the vegetable garden. 


Two years passed and the Bell Birds, ever present in the neighbouring bush, 
again heard but never seen, appeared to have deserted the garden. Until, one 
day in December, I was. very pleasurably surprised to find a beautiful nest . 
in the fork of a dead Yellow Gum which is covered by a Happy Wanderer. 

An active nest with four eggs, I suspected a Bell Bird and sure enough, a 
few days later I saw her. The female Bell Bird. 


I cannot understand how the birds could have constructed. ns nest without 
being seen by either my wife or I, as the nest is in a much frequented part 
of the garden, and we would have messed within three feet of it a dozen | 
times each day, but we were in complete ignorance cf its existance until 

I happened to go quite closc to the nest and flush the female out. 


N eOS NATELY GoRDEy peaibbnoe 

We rocteny ‘find esting ih Sra ‘Gusanine them gathering nesting reine 

and following them=to the location of the nest. On this occasion, true to 
the description in Slater's Bird Book, there was a piece of rag used in the _ 
construction, wound | round the nest, and hanging down a. good eighteen inches. 
I am sure the sight of a bird carrying a strip of rag, almost two feet. Longs: 
would have attracted attention, had we been anywhere handy. We were very... 
happy to again have the Bell Birds nest in our garden, but to our utter 
dismay, tragedy again “intervened. One morning I found the male bird dead © 
under a window. Apart from .the sorrow we felt because the bird had died, 

we worried about how the female would fare without her mate, during the 
brooding period: and later feeding the’ young. © 


At the’ time of writing, New Years Eve, she is coping very well. 

The young have hatched out and aré now about half grown. There were three . 
young in the nest. The female was very shy. and would fly away on our oa 
approach to the vicinity of the nest, so we kept away as much as. possible. ; 
From a distance, during the early afternoon, with the hot sum shining through. 
an openeing in the _protecting foliage, we often observed her sitting on the . 
side ‘of, the nest, _ evidently shading the young birds from the heat. ei a 


Since we found the male bird dead in the garden there have been no calls’ 
from the aera bush, so I conclude that it is ay the male bird who . 
calls. 


No-one, is more Ae thant I, for the: fact that: tl aaninet? write a HepDy snatiten 
to this-story. Alas, it was not to be. The day after New Years Day, having 
not caught a glimpse of the Bell. Bird for over twenty four hours, I looked 
into the nest, and to my dismay the three half grown. young were dead. I 
presume that the female was not able to cope with the rearing of the young 
on her own, and had, abandoned the nest. 


An observation I have made during the neriod of the. two nestings in our 
garden, and. in’ direct opposition to what I have read about nesting 
Crested Bell. Birds, there was no sign of the Comotase Saw-fly lava around 
the nests, 


However, on a happier note;.on the nineteenth of naaenter: after a eomlere 
absence of some two years, the Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters have returned to 
our garden, ~ : oie, NE: tees 


An observation of a botanical nature . 
During the spring and summer of 1983 our whole ‘property was completely 


choked with Shell Grass. In places it was between 2 and 3 feet high, and 
the same infestation appeared to be widespread throughout our bushland. 


The following spring and summer (1984), the Shell Grass appeared to have | 
completely disappeared. One of our Native Plants: seemed to have taken its ~ 
place, the Golden Everlasting Daisy. 


Continued on page 9. 
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THE PECrORAL SANDPIPER, CALIDRIS MELANOTOS, A NEW BIRD FOR THE BENDIGO DISTRICT 
re enema ne eee manna te one em tae 


by John Berry. 


At 6.30 a.m. on Friday 14th December, 1984, I arrived at the May Swamp Bird 
Hide to do some bird watching. The water Level was down to about half 

its normal level, so there was plenty of organically rich wet mud, and mud 
covered by shallow water, providing ideal conditions for waders. 


Upon examining a flock of 26 Sandpipers I noticed that two of them, although 
of the same size and shape, seemed to be different. The legs of the two 
unidentified waders were of a much brighter yellow than those of the 24 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers which varied from a grey-green, to a dull olive- 
yellow, to an olive-y:llow The most brightly coloured Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 
legs were of the same hue but not as brightly coloured as those of the ‘two 
yellow-legged waders. The second obvious difference was the. cheavily -brown- 
streaked chest extending down the breast, and ending sharply against the 
white lower breast and belly. In addition; the crown of the head was brown, 
with dark brown streaking, and of the same hue as the back and wings in 
contrast to the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper which has a rufous crown with fine 
dark streaks, and a greyish-brown back, becoming darker towards the primaries 
and primary coverts near the edge of the wing. 


The most striking feature of this wader was the bill. It was slightly more 
down curved (i.e. decurved) and a dull yellow or straw colour at the base, 
and gradually changing in colour so that the last 2/3rds of the bill seemed 
to be black. In addition, the bill seemed to be slightly longer and larger, 
and had a very slight thickening near the tip. . 


The above description indicates that the two waders were Pectoral Sandpipers: 
the bicoloured bill and the sharp contrast of white underparts with dark 
and boldly streaked breast are features diagnostic of this specias. 


The two Pectoral Sandpipers remained near to, but apart from,the flock of 
"Sharp-tails" for. most of the 30 minutes I was observing them. Their 
movements were more jerky and unrelaxed, compared to the more fluid movements 
of the Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. 


The Pectoral Sandpiper breeds in the American Arctic and north eastern 
Siberia and is a scarce to rare migrant to Australia from August to April. 
The 1983 Summer wader count by the Australasian Wader Studies Group 

recorded only 48 Pectoral Sandpipers for the whole of Australia. The Pectoral 
Sandpiper was firct Sound in Avstralia in 1936, and first sighted in Victoria 
in 1952. Closer to Bendigo, single birds have been seen occasionally at 

Lake Tutchewop, Mystic Park, and at the Swan Hill Sewerage Works. In the 
Ballarat region one bird was seen with Sharp-tailed Sandpipers at Lake 
Goldsmith in late February, 1979. 


Other birds of interest that were seen from the Bird Hide on the same 

morning included 36 Black-fronted Plovers; 3 Greenshanks; 33 Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers; 59 Masked Lapwings; 113 Black-winged Stilts; 5 Red-kneed Dotterels; 
3 Marsh Sandpipe:s; and 6 Australian Crakes. 


A POSTSCRIPT TO THE eco SAN DPIPER REPORT 
oa by Ray Wallace. 


The Pectoral Sandpiper is one of the migrant nanere I have long sought in the 
Bendigo district. :Careful ; ‘perusal | of flocks of .Sharp-tailed Sandpipers had 
always proved negative , and yet in my mind I was. always confident that I 
myself, or. somebody else, would -eventually discover’: the species here. 


‘Twas; therefore, «not surprised when: John Berry. “excitedly. ‘informed me he 
had observed the: species at-May Swamp in mid-December 1984, Two days later 
Ms Judy Milner and myself, went to May Swamp to enjoy a couple’ of hours 
birding from the B.F.N.C. Bird Hide. Whilst thus engaged a small: flock of 
six smallish waders alighted only some four or five metres. away from the hide. 
To my delight three of the waders were Pectoral Sandpipers, the other three 
being - ‘Sharp- -tailed Seine BES. This was a marvellous ala eh ‘to compare the 
two species. : K States 


It would be mere ‘superfluity | for me to reiterate John Rea s excellent field- 
notes; There weré*however a ‘couple of additional points I should like to add 
to John's account. Firstly, ° ‘I felt that the Pectoral Sandpipers were somewhat 
dullér in colour and didn'tappear as "tidy'' or clean cut. as the; Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers in appearance. When at rest they also Supers to stand less erect 
than -the ‘Sharp-tails., ‘and. were slightly hunched. 


As John Berry’ Stated : ‘in his article, and: ‘with which I concur, the ae notable 

_ featuré ‘was ‘the bill, which to me appeared slightly heavy and cumbersome.’ 

Prom iny observations, Pizzey is the only ee eg which shows the duller 
Cee Cee g : 
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WADER COWTS PLANED FOR a Bin DIGO sete FOR. uses by John 1 Berry 


wader! Counts for. the Summer and. ine Winter. To ee sure that ‘the ‘Bendigo 
district is covered we will. have. Wader Counts of our own, starting | at. 9.00 a.m. 
at May Swamp, Bendigo Sewerage. Farm, on Saturday 9th February, and. _again, ‘on 
Sunday 17th February. Depending ‘upon the number of Club members “who: want if 
help we will split up into groups and try to find and count waders at. 

Bendigo Sewerage Farm, Wingee Swamp, Lake Cooper, pings? PERSE, and 
Johnsons Swamp (not all in the. Same day!). a3 


Similarly there will be Winter Wader Counts starting at 9.00 a.m. At May | 
Swamp , on Saturday 29th June, and eine 7th July, to cover the areas 
surveyed in the Summer count, 


The 1983-1984 monthly wader omits showed that the eouniwand migration ae 
waders into Australia is:a-rather drawn out affair. Bird arrive in the north 
during August and September, and then spread inland or along the coast 
depending on the species. However, the maximum buildup of waders in the 

south does: not usually » ‘occur: until J anuary and February. In contrast, 
northward migration from March onwards is very rapid, presumably because 

birds must get back to their Arctic breeding grounds without delay as there 

is only a 5 to 6 week: period suitable for breeding. Monthly counts earlier this 
year missed this migration because it happened so quickly. This year from. . 

23rd February, to 28th April there will be weekly coumts, (or more frequent) 

at as many. sites. as possible around Australia. For this 'Northward Migration 
Progect" I. WiLL; -be.. conducting - a weekly count at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm. 

~ Any Club. members, wanting to participate will be most welcome and should either 
contact me at a Bird Group Meeting, or phone me at home. Any Club member who 
is able to survey a wader site on a regular basis over this period should 
contact me or the R.A.0.U. for more information. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, DECEMBER 1984 MEETING 
Meeting : 


Two. ¢iims~ were. shoanis The first was on the ‘life history. of the foun epacies of 
of egrets commonly found in Australia. The Little, Plumed, Large and Cattle 
Egrets ‘have had a varied history in Australia. (The Plumed has recently 

been renamed thé Intermediate Egret and the Large~has “been renamed the Great 
Egret.) The second film was on the annual flooding, and the resulting 
wildlife, of the Ranger area in the Kakadu National Park. Possible 
environmental. effects of mining uranium were also thse 


a Highlight - Eastern Rosella nesting ‘in ‘Babbler’ s nest 


A Tate Scarlet Robin was seen in early November in Spring culty. Scarlet 
Robins are usually winter visitors in our district. 


‘Black-shouldered Kites were observed at Huntly, and Strathfieldsaye where 
they were breeding. A pair of Nankeen Kestrels feeding four flying young 
were seen-at Barriadown in early November, whilst in thé same month the rarer 
Spotted: Barereny was seen cruising MEG | over a stubble cova in ‘the: Inglewood 
district, 


A number of Rainbowbirds, our most beautiful summer migrant, have been 

. recorded, A pair.were seen at Huntly, and another. pair, observed in the 
Grampians, were picking:7up, then tossing in the air, piecés of whitish 
sandstone about 3 mm to 5 mm in diameter before swallowing them. The swallowing 
was sometimes difficult and only achieved with persistence. It is presumed 
that the stones would help break up hard-shelled insects, such as dragonflies 
and cicadas, which form a considerable part of their diet. 


It was noted also that the calls of the Shrike-tit in the Grampians were 
very similar to those of the Western form of the- ‘€rested pariaeme and- 


Lot quite unlike ‘those of our local Eastern form. © 


The uncommon. ‘White-backed Swallow ‘and four Musk Lorikeets ‘were observed at 


Huntly. Whilst Musk Lorikeets are one of our commoner parrots, four 


Budgerygahs, one of the district's more unusual visitors, have been observed 
a number of times. in various habitats around Inglewood during November ‘and 
December. | ; : 


A notable observation was made at the Axe Creek crossroad near the Axe Creek 
Rural Fire Brigade’ s depot, in a paddock containing tall bushy Yellow Gum. 
suckers in which were a number of large stick Babbler's nests. An Eastern 
Rosella was seen to enter one Babbler's nest. Examination of this nest 
revealed both eggs and young of the Eastern Rosella. Surely this reveals 

the pressure of competition for hollows when they are scarce. One bird 
which often uses an old BEL HESHNS s HEE to place ae own nest is Re 

Gilbert: Whistler. 


A very ‘lange. “flock of White-browed Woodswallows were seen at Neilborough | 
East in late November. They were very vocal and restless. Amongst them ei 
were a small number of Masked Woodswallows. At Inglewood, also during the , 
same period, a flock of up to 500 Woodswallows has been observed. 


Other flocks of 50 to 100 are located in at least 10 other places in ‘the 


Inglewood district, in open forest ‘and. mallee scrub. All are nesting busily. 
Approximately 10% of the Inglewood birds are Masked Woodswallows, the bulk 
being White-broweds. At Inglewood the Masked Woodswallows were | inclined’ to. 
nest a little apart from the White-broweds, although in a flock they. seem 

to feed peacefully enough. together. Many hundreds of White-browed Woodswallows 
also nested at. Woodvale. over the same period. ze: 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVAT ION , DECEMBER 1984 MEETING contintued 


A Mistletoe-bird was seen in a suburban garden at Flora Hill. Usually this 
species does not frequent urban areas. A pair of Spotted Pardalotes were 
noted at Mandurang during November and December, searching for a nesting: 
site. An Olive-backed CHRON | was cbsenved in forest country at Spring Gully 
in early November. 


In a small Yellow ae teers on ‘the as of a. aaaaene at . Tel onoods early in 
November a Barn Owl was disturbed. It flew off to a larger tree. A prior 18 
Barn Owl observation was made on 17th September 1984, on the edger: Cr an old ... 
water channel in ‘the Mallee scrub at Inglewood. : 


That nomadic © species, the Little Friarbind; was observed at the end of 
November at Inglewood where a pair were seen early in the morning. Birds of 
the blossom, they were trying to feed in a Yellow Gum but were continually 
harassed by: a Red Wattlebird until they were finally driven off. 


Also noted at Inglewood was a Spotted Nightjar, which roosted during the day. . 
on Ironstone rises. There too, in November, a Spotted Quail Thrush was | 
startled in forest country. Spotted Pardalotes, wiped out in the 1982 drought 
in Inglewood have now re-appeared in the area. One pair was observed nesting. . 
on the 28th November. The Yellow-rumped Pardalote was heard at Inglewood 

on the 29th November, for the first time in more than two years. 


During the week between the: 7th to the 14th of NOvember, 10 km northeast of 
Inglewood in crop paddocks, Stubble Quail called loudly and frequently, while . 
remaining hidden in the crop. The volume was greatest at dawn, but some birds 
were calling all day. After Nov. 14th, they became absolutely silent. , 
A search revéaled no Stubble Quail, although they were calling close by. 
However, a startled pig was flushed, which managed to startle a birdo. 


At May Swamp in the first week of December with the water down and 

wet mud exposed a number of waders may be ‘expected; such proved to be 

the case with 5 Greenshanks, 2 Marsh Sandpipers, 99 Stilts, 3 Avocets, 

3 Red-kneed Dotterel, 17 Black-fronted Dotterel, 7 Spotted Crake and 

lll Spur-winged Plovers being observed. Six adult Spur-winged PUNE were » 
also noted on a lawn. at Huntly on the 1st December. 
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IN ANATIVE GARDEN continued 
Some Random Observations 


After: the successful nesting of pe pairs of White-browed Woodswallows in our 
garden in December.last year (each pair raised one young), there appears ~ 
to be a great influx of thes: birds in our area at Maiden Gully. 


Usually our population of Weod Swallows amounts. to a couple of pairs of 
Duskies, but this summer thy appear to Have gone SESSA to be 
replaced by the White-browe |. — 


An unusual. visitor to-.our: ehrdent = sesupae was a White-eared Honeyeater. 
The bird was observed while feeding on the nectar of a Spotted Emu Bush. : 
It appeared to be quite uzfraid of our presence as we approached to 
within six feet of it as i was busily feeding, so identification was 
without doubt. Evidently i: was just passing through as we have not seen 
the bird since. 


Akaka RR A 
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REED “WARBLER - ACROCEPHALUS STENTOREUS 
BIRD OF THE NIGH PISCUSSION NOVEMBER 1984 ° BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


APPEARNNCE: The bird is approx. 17 om long, of which the long tail is 
approx. 7 cm. Male and female are similar. The upper part of the body is 
olive-brown. Head, tail, and wings are darker-brown, and the eyebrow pale. 
The throat is whitish, the under-body pale buff, and the flanks cinnamon 

to buff. Legs are dark-brown and the bill is brown, rather long, and pointed. 


CALL: Loud, varied, musical, sometimes harsh chattering. Sings throughout 
the day when breeding, and often also at night. One of the harsher calls is 
interpreted as "scratchy, scratchy, scratch". Noisy in the breeding season. 
Probably only the male bird makes the calls. 


HABITAT: The bird occurs throughout the Bendigo District wherever patches of 
Yeeds or rushes exist around the edges of large dams, swamps, lakes, rivers, 
etc. * os 


FOOD consists of insects and the small water frequenting animals which occur . 
in suitable habitat. — 


BREEDING occurs in September-February, The nest is a deep, cup shape, made 
of anterwoven strips of rushes, reeds and similar material, and lined with 
grass. It is attached to upright rushes or reeds growing in water, or 
sometimes to drooping foliage, such as willows, etc.. Three or four eggs are 
laid, and are pale blue to buff in colour, with brown and lavender spots. and 
freckles. Incubating and fledging periods. are not known. 


HABITS: Several pairs of birds may nest within short distances of one another. 
They usually keep well hidden in the vegetation, but sometimes sing from a_ 
slightly elevated perch,” let 

In the Bendigo area, Reed Warblers are spring and summer visitors, migrating 
northwards for Autumn and Winter. Occasionally a Reed Warbler has been 
observed here duving the winter, however. 


GENERAL: It is claimed that increased water storages, large dams, and 
irrigation, have increased the population of Reed Warblers over the years, and 
especially where dense areas of Cumbungi growth have resulted. 


Particular locations of Reed Warbler populations in the Bendigo area are, Lake 
Weeroona, Kennington Reservoir, May Swamp (Sewerage Farm), near the Bendigo 
Swimming Pool, sometimes in the garden next to the Bendigo Town Hall, 

Elmore Field Day site, in the Huntly area, Lake Eppalock, and along the 
Campaspe River downstream from Lake Eppalock. 

They seem to arrive in the Bendigo District from early to mid-September, 

and are very vocal soon after arrival. 

The crest becomes erected while they are calling. vt boat 
Food includes insects taken in flight above water - may-flies in particular, 
and insects skimmed from the top of the water. 
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B.0.C. YOUNG MEMBERS GROUP CHILTERN OUP ING 19-20 JANUARY 1985 
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concen rents 5 aranenanaents .-by Jack Ipsen ~ 


The special interest in this outing was the announcement in the Young members 
Newsletter (Out of the Nest, Vol.1) of Regent Honeyeaters returning to 
Chiltern in good numbers for the first time for six years. I joined up with 
eight other members of the B.0.C. for two days rambling about the Chiltern 
Hills and Valley. In the Chiltern Valley there are three shallow ponds, 
locally called mine dams, subsidences caused early this century by mining. 
operations. Over the years these ponds have improved greatly by regrowth of © 
vegetation about them. The pond at the No. 1 Mine, which is alongside | thee s- 55 
old Hume Highway and a very short distance from the Township, has" been “Smproved 
by the National Parks Authority ‘with picnic facilities and a Bird-hide. 

It was ‘at this site that we discovered two juvenile, free-flying Regent 
Honey-eaters. Later in the same day I met up with three members of the 
Wangaratta: Bird Group, ‘and they had seen two juveniles ene one. ‘adult Regent 
Honeyeaters at that same site, rs ¥ 


The. Eucalypts surrounding the sont! ¢ are > mEeiaiy River. Red Gum, All ave grown 
since mining ceased, and most are low scrubby trees, which would suit 

the Regents for nesting. On the pond we saw Blue-billed, Musk, and Grey Ducks,,. 
Grey Teal, Darter, Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants, Pacific and 
White-fronted Herons, while on an adjoining pond there were seven Plumed 

Tree Ducks and a small flock of Maned Geese (Wood Ducks). At the verge of a 
good bed of Cumbungi, a Marsh Crake was observed and the Reed Warbler could 
be heard calling from within; the Black-fronted Dotterel fed around the . 
margins of all ponds. At the No. 2 Mine Pond we added the Red-kneed Dotterel, 
Great, Crested Grebe, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, and Southern Shoveller Duck. 


The Barrambogie Range, which forms the Eastern side of the Valley is of 
granite formation, the Eucalypts being Hill Red Gum, with Red, Grey and 
Yellow Box trees interspersed. It was amongst Red Box trees that we were | 
shown two Barking Owls by our leader,.as well as the tree where these birds 
had recently nested in a large hollow well up the tree. 


The Granite Hills of the Barrambogie Range have fresh water springs which 
feeda small reservoir. It is no longer used as a water supply for towns 
people, but was once an important supply for the steam trains. The area around 
the old ‘reservoir is very rich bird-wise. Although the old reservoir is too 
disturbed by picnic parties for water-birds, many small birds can be located 
in the forest along the: Eldorado road. This has been a good location to 
observe the Turquoise}Parrot which has been: breeding regularly in the area, 
and feeding on the. short grasses in the nearby grazing Lands. 


A nest of the Turquoise Parrot found in.a hollow stump in a grazing paddock 
this last Spring contained four eggs which were hatched, and when we visited iin 
the area on ‘this occasion we saw juvenitié Parrots. This bird is found‘in © 
districts north and east of Chiltern, and local observers tell me that numbers 
fluctuate with the’ seeding of the grass, (Poa ‘species). 


On two occasions. ‘in ‘this. area, the. _ group. saw. ‘Young : Pallid Cuckoos, apparently 
being fed by Fuscous Honeyeaters , although commotion caused by other small 
birds prevented definite clarification of the foster parents. 


My wife and I listed eighty three species of birds for the two days, and we 
expect that the Group would have mace a better list, as they visited other 
areas after leaving us. 


We, 


"ADVANCE NOTICE OF MAJOR’ cAMPoUT's F@R 1985 
a rte ee 


1. “EASTER 


Date:... Friday 5th April to Monday 8th or Tuesday 9th Apuaih 
“... +. (according to your work demands) 
Location: - Warby Ranges State Park. The ranges are ‘situated due north | of 
' . Glenrowan on the Hume Highway. : 
Camp site: Yet to be decided, Full details will bee published in the March — 
issue of "Whirrakee"'. 
Attractions:(a) Pry woodland with many familiar ee ype species. 
(b). Patches. of Callitris (Murray Pine). 
(c) Killawarra Forest. (Red ECRBEE) lies to the north: of the 
State. Park. se 
(d) Lake Mokoan lies close to the eouthern end of the range - 
fishing, boating, swimming, bird watching. 
(e) Vineyard at Taminick, near Glenrowan. : 
(£) 'Ned-Kelly-arama" at Glenrowan. If you have a fetish about old, 
2 Ned, you can satisfy a5 fully’ here, 


Distance from Bendigo: _ : 
igs kilometres from penat ee +0. Elenreren via: 2 Goormong, Rushworth, | 
Murchison, VESTS Town, and Benalla; © 


2s MAYASCHOOLAHOLEDAYS sash paseeeiataa td « 
Date: ~ Saturday 11-- = sunday 26th ° 1 May.” The camp may not’ run for all of 


this period. Tt depends on how ney ‘are able to go for the full + 
period. 


Location: Kinchega National atk Just out: of Nentndee, « on’ ‘the Darling River. 


Distance from Bendigo: ° s i 
Approx. 400 Montes 4 from Renaiigs% to Mildura. ‘Then a further 
294 kilometres via Wentworth and Pooncarrié to Menindee. 
Total approx. 700 kilometres. (Compare 450’ km to Big Billy. Bore; 
1982; 390 km to Lower Glenelg N. P., 1983$ 350.km to Hattah, 198). 
This could be travelled in one very : long day, but .it would: 
probably be better to break the Journey (e. 8 camp on the Say 

, near Boundary Bend). 

Camp site: There are 38 authorised. eanmaitee and. fireplaces on ‘the wane’ of 
the Darling River just out of Menindée. Some of these sites. are 
very close, others well separated: No: special arrangements can 
be made to reserve sites, so an advance party will have to . 
occupy several ‘adjacent sites early on in the .camp. 


Attractions: 2) Various distinctive habitats nie bird-watching and plant: 
ve identification include - 
(a) Large water bodies of Lake Camdilla and Lake Menindee. 
The two lakes are joined by a meandering, wide water-way. 
- (b) Darling River, and associated woodland (Black Box, 

’ River Red Gum). 
(c) -Lunettes or distinctive sand dune formations on the north- 
-oaf, -,@astern sides-of the two lakes. re ht 

SSS Red sandhills and sandplains away from cos lakes and 
rivers. Vegetation distinctive. 


13. 
ADVANCE NOTICE OF MAJOR CAMPOUTS FOR 1985 continued 
eer mremeremrerneemernert eer ee 


The Mammal Survey Group hopes to obtain a permit to carry out trapping 
activities, Plant and bird lists are available for the park. 


2. Tourist activities provided by the N.S.W. National Parks and Wildlife 
Service - HOT al “Roe Beeps 
(a) Homestead Bend Nature and Historic Drive. 
(b) Self-guided walk through the historic woolshed. 
(c) Morton-Boolka Swamp:Nature Walks.» - 
Notes are’ provided for all ‘three of these’ activities. 


(d) Boating, swinming, fishing. 
Other notes: 
(a) Hot and cold showers available at the park’ office complex. 
(b) You can bring caravans, campervans or tents. 
(c) Darling River water is all right to drink, but you can get fresh water 
at..the park: office,: .-. Levan 8 Tae) 
(d) Food and petrol available in Menindee, enly a short distance away. 
(e) Plenty of firewood available. 
(£) Raincan make: car:travel-about the park’ difficult or impossible for’. 
short periods wmtil drying out occurs. - a5 


PLEASE NOTE FOR BOTH CAMPOUTS 
— eee 


John Lindner would like to be notified of your intention to participate in 
these excursions, and number of people coming. 


For the May Camp, notification by the date of the March General Meeting 
is required to facilitate site booking, if an attempt to arrange this is 
successful. If firm numbers can be provided, it may be possible. 
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FEBRUARY. EXCURSICN - Loddon River at Eddington 


Date: Sunday February 17th, afternoon and evening. 

Venue: Heather and Neville Roberts! place, at the end of McCoy Street, 
Eddington, at the southern end of Laanecoorie Reservoir. at 

Procedure: Please go to Eddington directly, aiming to arrive between 2.00 
and 3.00 p.m. bees . os 
You can please yourself what time you arrive after that. There will be’ 
ho meeting of the group in Havlin St. first. 

How to get there: The best route is via Kangaroo Flat, Lockwood, Shelbourne 
East, Shelbourne, Laanecoorie (but do not cross the river into - 
Laanecoorie itself) and then.down .to Eddington, which is approximately . 
40 kilometres from the Kangaroo Flat lights. Cross the Loddon River 
at Eddington, pass the Shell Service station, and turn right a little 
further on at the sign post saying "Eddington 1". Go straight down 
this road, through a cross-road, and pull in at the last house on the 
right (just before the road turns left)- many large River Red Gums 
and Pepper Trees, B.F.N.C. signs will probably be put up. 

Activities: 1. Afternoon tea to start with. 2. Swimming, lazing about, and 

a good old jaw.. 3. Good water-bird watching on a backwater of the reservoir 

just nearby. 4. Boating. Please bring your own canoe, kayak or bath-tub if 

you have one. Dusk canoeing run to see water rats and platypus. 


What to bring: 1. Binoculars and field guides. 2,.Torch or spotlight. 
3. Bathers, and sandshoes for swimming and boating. 4.Dinner. Please bring 
only cold food - no barbeques. 


John Lindner, 


3. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 19/12/84 
Ray Wallace and John Berry presented details of their plan for the 
40th Anniversary club history and bibliography booklet. After 


discussion of all aspects committee gave their approval and set the 
launching date for 13/8/85. 


4Oth Anniversary dinner vail be held on August 14th. 

An. advertising leaflet is to Bal prepared for the promotion of Whirrakee. 
Committee hope to be able to poresen a complete index of all volumes. 
Volume.1 index-is prepared, 


Peter. Ellis. presented.a-draft list for a new submission for Mh IP etic: 
Land Purchase. 


COMMITTEE REPORT 23/1/85 


The revised proposed submission on Whipstick Land purchase priorities 
was read and discussed in detail. Some minor alterations have been 
suggested. 

Bob PENS) GEE ‘Possum Books will potene the club meeting in April. 


The Strathdale Senior Citizens rooms are to be booked for the 1985 
' Christiias social. 


The bat ‘traps have been’ received DY, the mammal group. 


oR" ‘etatenent on Wood Ghinainee received from the A.C.F. ‘will be erica 
in Whirrakee. 


BEN DIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


Office bearers for 1984- 1985 » 4 
PRESIDINT . .. -/iaunie Leeson 76 een St. ‘spring Gully 43°0521° 


SENIOR? VICE PRESIDENT » ‘Rob Moors Sedgwick: 39 6254 
JUTIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673. 
ASSIST ¢NT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd. sMaiden Gully 49 6224 
TREASURER - Helene ‘Boon Kamarooka 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER ° Win Demeo Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGAV ISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors: Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDIT OR Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. ,Cal.Gully 46 8736 
ASSIST ANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. TES 43 7673 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club is open to sili those is 

interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are = 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner.and. Children $6.00, Fi ; 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway , pe 
Meetings start at 7.30 p. Me and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. ; 


Excursions The assembly point for: excursions is outside the Special 
Services: Complex in Havlin' St, ‘East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
--Full day éxcursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
- Half day excursions normally. commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 

Saturday or -Sunday:. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend. following. the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups: - 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the Firsts Friday oF: the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. Be Ean 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 for Sey 
Secretary: Salli Dearricott Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 eh ewes 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on’the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 Poem. at 
the Biology Labs, Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise a 
announced).  ~ 
Convenor: Eric. Whiting,” is Aviary ‘cet ‘Kennington. 43 5965, 


The CON SERVATION" GROUP meets. on the third Tuesday of each month, at 8.00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Convenor: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk. 46 8141. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets..on the third- ‘Thursday of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. .in member's homes. as announced in'the monthly diary. 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4O6S! ia. 
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~ DIARY - 
MEET IN GS 
Wed.Feb.13 Members slide night - holiday slides, etc. 
Wed.Mar.13 © Peter Ellis will speak on the plant family Rutaceae, with 
special emphasis on Eriostemon verrucosus ~Seisiiea Wasflower) 
EXCURSION S 


Sun.Feb.17 Eddington - birdwatching, canoeing on backwaters of Laanecoorie 
— Reservoir, Afternoon and evening - details on page 13. 


Sun.Mar.17 Campbell's Creek - Castlemaine. 
Half day - geology/botany. 


EASTER 


April 5-9 Warby Ranges State Park and Killawarra Forest, near 
Glenrowan. See preliminary notice on page 12. 


Sun.April 14 Mt. Hope - Pyramid Hill. 


W/E April W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting at Timboon. 
19-21 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Mar,2 7.30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. Speaker: Mr.Rob Watkins. 
Topic: Bird Photography - some do's and dont's. 
Plus: a slide tape on the Peregrine Falcon by William B. 
Emisson, courtesy of B.0.C. Bird of the Night:Red-capped Robin. 


Fri.Mar.29 As April 5 is Good Friday, the ‘April meeting' will be held on 
aS, March 29. Mr. John Allen will speak on the birds of the 
Pevensey Marshes (south coast of England). Bird of the Night: 
Crested Pigeon. 


EXCURSIGN S 

Sat.Feb. 9. Wader counts starting at May shai at 9.00 a.m. 
Sun. Feb.17 - for further details, see page 7. 

BOL ANY GROUP 


Fri.Feb.22 7.30 p.m. B.C.A.E. Applied Science Building.Topic: Aquatic Plants. 
CONSERVATION GROUP : 
Tues. Feb. 26% 8,00 p.m. Chris Bunn's home, Averys Ra. Eaglehawk. 
Topic - discussion of draft Conservation Strategy for Victoria 
(copies can be obtained from Chris Bunn, 46 8141, or Dept. of 
Agriculture). * Note change of date from 3rd to 4th Tuesday. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP . 
Thurs.Feb.21 8.00 p.m. Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 
Bill Holsworth will present a review of bat trapping programme. 
COMMIIT EE MEET ING ? 
Wed.Feb.27 8.00 p.m. Win Demeo's home, Kamarooka. : 


ce 


